Spring Term Newsletter
March 2019
of the highlights of the spring term is the culmination of all the girls’
One
hard work in preparing for their senior school assessments. I am inordinately
proud of this cohort of Year 6 who have achieved a commendable range of
Bucks 11+ passes and offers to a wide range of Independent schools, many with
awards for excellence. We could not have asked for anything more from each
and every one of them in terms of effort, perseverance and sheer grit! I have
equally loved watching our youngest Little Malties become independent girls in
the last few months. They now move around school with confidence, embrace
challenges and surprise us with their creativity on a daily basis.
Each term the staff and Governors enjoy a “learning walk”, allowing them to
experience a little of what goes on in lessons. Our creative curriculum is
inspirational and to watch talented teachers make lessons so immersive, with
the girls so engaged and enthusiastic was a pleasure. We are currently planning
the next year and, as always, have reviewed our provision, deciding to make a
number of changes to facilitate innovations. These include bringing History,
Geography and RE into the subject of “Humanities” taught by one teacher so
that the girls will be able to immerse themselves in the topic of the moment. A
similar partnership between Art and Design Technology will allow for more
focus on each project. While cautious in our use of devices in the lower parts of
the school, we want to increase the time given to computing from Year 3
upwards. We are conscious of making the best use of our resources and have
moved away from a fixed number of classes per year group. We will extend our
current KS1 class norm of 20 to the whole school to avoid overly small classes
which lack the social dynamics we value and give us a much-needed flexibility.
My passion for Maltman’s and the girls is still as strong as it has always been,
and although I have decided that next year will be my last as Headmistress, I
have no intention of taking my eye off the ball and will make sure that
Maltman’s continues to evolve, keeping our education relevant, contemporary,
vibrant and effective. The school has benefitted from a high degree of
continuity in its leadership—over the last 100 years, there have been only 7
Headmistresses and the time has now come for a new Head to step into the
Drawing Room. Thank you for all the kind messages received since the
announcement of my departure. I cannot respond to each individually but be
assured that I treasure them all. I wish you a happy Easter Holiday and look
forward to seeing the girls return for an exciting summer term.

Joanna Pardon
Headmistress
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Student Showcase
In this section we highlight an exceptional
piece of work by one (or two) of the girls.

Annabel 1N
In this piece of work Annabel was
asked to write some descriptive
sentences about Spring. The girls
brainstormed ideas as a class and
practised using commas between
adjectives before doing their own
writing. Annabel worked really
hard and thought of some
wonderful and unusual descriptive
sentences all by herself. Well done
Annabel, such fantastic writing.
“The beautiful, furry chicks are
waddling happily in the smelly
farmyard. The fluffy, little lambs
are hungrily eating grass in the
big, green meadow. The silky,
fragile flowers are on a cliff gently
swaying in the fast wind. The
black, tiny tadpoles are playing
tag in wet, soggy water.”

Lucy 6A
Lucy has produced an exceptional
piece of work in her French class—
able to write a whole page in
French with only a minimum of
mistakes. This work was a fairly
challenging , mid-term assessment
and was done in exam conditions.
Beyond the little spelling mistakes,
which are perfectly normal at this
stage and extremely limited, Mr
Baude was particularly impressed
with the quality of the syntax, the
accuracy and the amount of
vocabulary used. Well done Lucy!
Top
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School Events

Spring Concert

On 12 March we were treated to two amazing concerts for girls
in Year 3 & 4, and in Year 5 & 6. Almost 150 girls were involved,
either singing as part of one of our three Choirs, performing
solos or playing in one of our varied musical ensembles. All of
our soloists performed with confidence, especially those
performing in front of a large audience for the first time. As
always, a variety of musical styles were showcased, ranging
from famous themes from Verdi operas and Handel, to
Gershwin and songs from the musicals. We hope everyone
enjoyed watching all of the different performances.

House Singing

House meetings have been rather
tuneful over the last half of the
Spring term, with girls busy
preparing for the House singing
competition. Each House chose
their own song to showcase their
vocal talents, alongside singing a
verse of “Seek Ye First the
Kingdom of God”. Mrs Jane
Phillips, Director of Music at St
Mary’s School, judged the
competition
and
provided
positive, constructive feedback.
The competition was strong, but in
the end Mrs Philips awarded
Aylward first place for their
performance of ‘Somewhere Only
We Know’ by Keane. A huge well
done to Aylward, conducted by
Mrs Hattam with a blue
paintbrush!
Thank you also to the Pre-Prep
department who were a fantastic
audience throughout.
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School Events

Book Week

We had a wonderful Book Week, including World Book Day on
Thursday 7 March with some amazing and creative costumes.
Throughout the week we had loads of activities going on,
including a second hand book sale, cross-year reading, author
visits and more. To kick off World Book Day the girls’ morning
assembly was about SHARE A STORY, inspiring girls to get into
reading, to try different genres and explore something new.
The photo above shows just how influential Lewis Carol is as so
many girls and teachers came dressed as a character from Alice
in Wonderland. We also had lots of Harry Potters, some
Gangster Grannies, Matildas, Little Red Riding Hoods and more!

Pancake Race

We celebrated Shrove Tuesday
with two fun Pancake Races—one
for the Early Years and one for
Prep girls. In Early Years they had
play-doh pancakes, which was just
as well, as they didn’t stay in the
pan long! The activity certainly
helped
their
balance
and
coordination. In the Prep School it
was a house event with Pankhurst
taking 1st place, Bronte 2nd,
Aylward 3rd and Johnson 4th.
Well done to all the girls for taking
part and for making the event so
much fun.
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School Events

Science Week

Our inaugural Science Week at Maltman’s was a huge success
with girls getting involved in science based activities right across
the school—from practical experiments in their science classes
(like making egg parachutes in the above photo) to
understanding the elements in the materials used in their art
class, from learning about insects through carol and venn
diagrams in Maths, to composing space-age poems in English.
For the individual stories, check out our Facebook page.

Senior Schools

We had a very successful Routes to
Senior
Schools
evening
in
February, which we hope many of
you found useful. Our exhibitors
included Wycombe Abbey, Dr
Challoner’s, Pipers Corner, St
Mary’s Gerrards Cross, St Mary’s
Ascot, Downe House, Beaconsfield
High School, Cheltenham Ladies
College and many more.
Parents had the opportunity to chat
with representatives from these
schools as well as to listen to a talk
given
by
Mrs
Harrington,
Headmistress at Queen Anne’s
School. Our next Routes to Senior
Schools will take place in February
2021.
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School Events

The Jungle Book

On Tuesday 26 March we had an exceptional Year 4 play of The
Jungle Book performed in our wonderful theatre space,
complete with professional lighting, sound and staging. The girls
and teachers had been working tirelessly to prepare the scenery
and costumes and, of course, in their rehearsals. We’re sure our
Year 4 parents loved the event and managed to buy some
beautiful shots of their daughter curtesy of Paul Upward
photography. Many thanks to Miss Moss for directing such an
amazing show and to our super star performers for all their hard
work and enthusiasm.
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Academic Enrichment

Little Malties Roundup

Chinese NewYr

The Spring term has been packed full of exciting activities based
on the themes of Superheroes, colours and traditional tales. The
girls have also learnt about Chinese New Year, St David’s Day, St
Patricks Day and Holi.

Girls in Nursery received a special
visitor earlier in the term as one of
our generous mums gave up her
spare time to talk to the girls
about Chinese New Year. This year
is the Year of the Pig and the girls
listened attentively as they were
told all about this Chinese
celebration.

Dressing up is definitely one of the girls’ favourite things to do
and they have all enjoyed wearing capes and masks in outdoor
Superhero activities and during World Book Day. In the garden,
the girls navigated an obstacle course dressed as cape
crusaders, practising their balancing and climbing to navigate
wooden blocks and reach the Wendy House where poor Teddy
was trapped! World Book Day saw the girls dress up as a
character from their favourite story and we were very
impressed with the costumes on display.
During Book Week the girls enjoyed a book themed Show and
Tell and were very excited to share their favourite books from
home with their friends. Show and Tell provides an opportunity
for the girls to talk about their own experiences, learn valuable
social skills and practice conversation.
During Book Week the girls also had a visit from Year 6 girls who
read to them in pairs and small groups. The Little Malties really
enjoyed their visit from the ‘big girls’ and we’re sure this will be
a regular feature on their timetable.
On the art front the girls have explored colours, creating
collages using different materials and resources. These are now
proudly displayed around the classroom, along with examples of
mark making and cutting skills.
Finally, the Little Malties have been spending time with the
nursery class, joining them for welly walks as well as activity
time in their classrooms. This is giving the girls a chance to meet
and interact with the nursery team and become familiar with
the Nursery space to help their transition next year.
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Academic Enrichment

Nursery Roundup

It’s been a busy Spring term! The girls have continued to learn
and grow their phonic knowledge and skills through a variety of
activities. A fun activity that helped develop their fine motor
skills involved making and cutting the tentacles for their own
octopus before adding spots for suckers. Building on what they
learnt in Friendship Week, the girls have taken some time to
remember what is special about their friends and to think about
how they can be a better friends. The suggestions that the girls
said were as simple as ‘playing together’, ‘helping mummy’ and
‘giving your friends hugs’.

Banana Muffins

Cooking with Nursery is a great
opportunity to develop many skills
from counting and measuring to
the physical strength needed for
stirring and mixing, as well gaining
an understanding of the cooking
process. To reinforce their letter
for the week ‘M’, back in January
the Nursery girls enjoyed making
mashed banana muffins, working
together to mash, mix and pour
the mixture. We’re sure the
finished muffins didn’t last long
once they came out of the oven!

The girls were delighted when it snowed and they took the
opportunity to explore the woods and school grounds. They
had great fun collaborating to make their very own snowman
and there was a lot of discussion about how snow changes and
that it is “a complete mystery”, as one of our girls said.
The arrival of a parcel caused great excitement in Nursery. The
girls all took turns to feel, poke, shake and even smell the
package, trying to guess what might be inside. Suggestions
varied from ‘dressing up dresses’ to ‘a dinosaur’. There were
pure squeals of delight when they opened the parcel to discover
a pop-up castle tent for our new topic of Traditional Tales.
Despite their enthusiasm, they were sensible enough to decide
between themselves to only have four girls in the castle at a
time, thereby using their sharing skills to take turns.
March soon arrived which meant only one thing...the girls were
to start their weekly swimming lessons! Meeting the swimming
teachers during their ‘dry swim’ allowed them to ask questions
and receive a safety briefing about using the pool, then it was
time for the real thing. The girls have amazed their teachers
with their courage and perseverance and for trying their very
best each week.
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Academic Enrichment

Peer Learning in Action

During this term girls in Reception have been learning about
Dinosaurs. RG class learnt about Pterodactyls, Brachiosaurus,
Triceratops, Stegosaurus and Tyrannosaurus Rex, then wove
these prehistoric characters into a wonderful story. For their
special class assembly, they decided to tell their story through a
puppet show about a terrible king who stole all the plants away
from Dinosaurs that needed to eat them. The story was a
reflection of friendship and the need to be both sharing and
caring.
But of course, to put on a puppet show, they needed puppets so
they turned to Head of Art, Mrs Hattam, and her Year 6 class.
The girls all came together to create colourful, bright and
aesthetically-pleasing sock puppets ready for their performance.
Peer learning is a highly developed method of education that
reinforces positive behaviour both on the part of the elder role
model and the younger child. At Maltman's we encourage
interaction throughout all ages and understand its worth from
our Pre-School, Pre-Prep and Prep years. The Reception girls
look forward to our events with the older class-groups
throughout the year.

ZooLab Visit

Reception girls enjoyed a visit
from ZooLab this term. ZooLab
showed the girls a variety of
animals, exploring animal traits of
slimy skin, hissing sounds, super
senses, sticky pads and more. The
girls were very brave as they got
to hold a giant snail, cockroach
and even a snake! Our presenter
was very knowledgeable about the
animals he brought, with a special
understanding of animals with a
"prehistoric nature", which tied in
really well with the girls’ topic of
dinosaurs.
Research has proven that the
benefits of learning with animals
help children establish empathy
and an understanding of growth
and development.
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Academic Enrichment

Forest School Roundup

This term Forest School has had a purple, prickly, Gruffalo
makeover! Reception and Year 1 have had fun taking part in
different activities based around the much-loved story from role
-play, to using the story spoons in the puppet theatre to re-tell
the Gruffalo’s tale. In the digging pit the girls have been trying
to create delicious treats to tempt the Gruffalo including
chocolate cup-cakes, raspberry and jelly ice cream, and even
some brownies! Each week there has been a ‘Gruffalo hunt’
where the girls had to go exploring to find our mini
Gruffalos...who knows where they will be hiding! Girls in Year 1
also measured some Gruffalo footprints and used the Forest
school charcoal paint to paint some
Gruffalo characters and woodland
creatures. They used their sense of touch
and teamwork skills in ‘Find my Tree’ and
even made a woodland picture graph to
find out the class’s favourite Gruffalo
character! This term, the Kelly kettle has
made a popular come back and we have
tested out the new pop-corn maker,
much to the girls’ delight!

What a Hoot!

As part of their ‘What a Hoot!’
topic, the Year 1 girls had three
very special visitors; Bert the barn
owl, Gimili the snowy owl and Pip
the little owl! They had travelled
all the way from the Feathers and
Fur Falconry Centre. As well as
lots of amazing facts, the children
got to see owl eggs, owl sculls and
even owl pellets! They loved
hearing about how owl pellets are
formed and seeing the tiny mice
bones inside. The best part of the
visit was holding Pip the little owl
and they all agreed he was very
good at posing for the photos!
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Academic Enrichment

Year 1 Victorian Day

On Tuesday 26 March Year
1 travelled back in time for
Victorian Day. The girls
were very excited to show
off their Victorian outfits
and had even chosen
Victorian names for the
week, such as Bessie,
Martha, Ethel and even a
Mrs Nellie and Miss Myrtle!
The girls took part in various activities that helped show what
Victorian life was like, such as: a lesson in a Victorian classroom
with very strict teachers; a hunt to find all the old features of
the School, including the fire places, the chimneys and learning
what a warming pan was used for; playing traditional games
with Victorian toys; and finally helping with the weekly laundry
using a carpet beater, a washboard and stinky carbonic soap.
The girls even got to have a go at using a real Victorian mangle
that had been very kindly
loaned to us. The girls had such
a fun day and learnt so much
about Victorian life.
A big thank you to all our
Teaching Assistants, to Year 1
parents for providing some
wonderful costumes and to Ella
and her family for the loan of
the mangle.

Image Theatre

Girls in Nursery to Year 2 received
some very special visitors earlier
this term when Image Theatre
performed their musical version
of Pinocchio. Some of the girls
had the opportunity to join in and
did a wonderful job delivering
their lines and acting out their
parts. The show had the girls on
the edge of their seats, especially
when Pinocchio got swallowed by
the whale, and we were all very
happy that he decided to do the
right thing in order to get his wish
of becoming a real boy.
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Academic Enrichment

Year 1 Master Chefs

As part of the Computing lessons this term, Year 1 have been
learning about creating, storing and accessing digital content
through a fun TV Chef project - eat your heart out Mary Berry!!
First the girls used a platform called Purple Mash to compose a
shopping list of items that they might need to make a healthy
dish. Next they worked in pairs filming each other on iPads as
they practiced making a sandwich. They then had to record
their rehearsed piece in front of a green screen and then later,
worked with Mr Clottey to choose their own digital backdrop.
Finally, the girls learnt how to use technology to store and
retrieve their digital content.
This was a hugely fun exercise for the girls, and what better way
to get children to remember complex new ideas than to make
the learning fun. You can find one of the finished videos on our
Facebook page from 19 February.

Superheroes Workshops

Acts of Hope

This term girls in Year 3 have been
learning about India as part of
their Geography work and were
lucky enough to receive a visit
from Mr John Wishney who works
with the Acts of Hope charity
based in India.
Mr Wishney showed them some
beautiful pictures of well-known
places in India and spoke to them
about people's day-to-day living.
He also told them about the work
he does with Acts of Hope and the
girls were very excited to see that
some of the children at the Acts of
Hope school in India were wearing
Maltmans Green cardigans.
A big thank you to Mr Wishney as
well as to all of the Maltman's
families who have contributed
over the years to this very worthy
cause.

Girls from Nursery to Year 2 enjoyed a PERFORM4ALL
workshop on Superheroes, saving the planet from pollution
by flying from one place to another to plant plants and stop
destruction.
This type of role-play learning has been proven to develop
empathy and social skills and through this workshop we
encourage the girls to care for their environment and the
people around them, becoming the future heroes of our
day-to-day world.
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Academic Enrichment

Year 2 Roundup

Y2 Tea Party

This has been an incredibly busy and exciting term for our Year 2
girls. They returned to school in January as ‘Independent
Investigators’, ready to explore a range of Science and History
related units of learning. They particularly enjoyed their team
projects, working together to test different materials in water,
then eventually making their own toy boats. They were also
inspired by Isaac Newton’s discoveries and created some of
their very own original inventions!
After the half term break, the girls embarked upon their new
topic of ‘National Treasures’. They absolutely loved exploring
the Isle of Struay with Katie Morag through the use of map work
and were completely enthused by our Beatrix Potter unit. This
involved writing letters to Mr McGregor, using watercolours to
paint pictures of Beatrix Potter’s famous characters, and
researching key facts about her life as an author and illustrator.
As the grand finale of this wonderful topic, the girls have been
treated to a ‘Best of British’ tea party. A fantastic way to end
such a lovely topic!

Top
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Academic Enrichment

Year 3 Roman Day

On 23 January Year 3 girls took part in Roman Day, with a very
special workshop by Dan from Portals to the Past. The girls
dressed up in amazing outfits, including gladiators, Roman
Princesses and Senators. Dan presented a fun filled day with
loads of new information about Ancient Rome for the girls.
There was some role play, a Roman quiz and even some old
fashioned Roman board games which the girls played in pairs.
The girls had a fantastic day and learnt so many new facts about
the Romans and their invasion of Britain.

Y4 Set up Shop

This term Year 4 have been
learning all about money, including
budgeting, costing and how to
correctly write out monetary
values. Their task was to set up a
Maltman’s shop to sell a few basic
items to each other. Firstly, they
had to choose what to sell and find
out what their competitors were
selling it for—for this they checked
the Sainsbury’s website. Next they
had to cost their item and make a
price tag. Each girl was then given
£5 to purchase five items. During
the task they had to add up how
much they had spent, work out if
they had over spent or were due
change, and adjust their shopping
list to stay in budget. The task was
a lot of fun for the girls and taught
them great transferable skills for
the future.

A Toothy Topic
In Science Year 4 started a topic on Teeth and to
kick them off they had to brush their teeth using
disclosing tablets, which show areas of plaque to
indicate where brushing can be improved. The
exercise is always fun for the girls as their teeth
quickly turn red! We hope this has given them a
better understanding of oral hygiene

Top
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Academic Enrichment

Year 4 Egypt Day

Before half-term, the Year 4s got
together for a special annual
Ancient Egypt workshop led by
Lauren from Portals to the Past
“Bringing History Lessons to
Life”. The girls were allowed the
dress up for the day and we had
some
incredible
costumes
ranging from Egyptian Princesses
to
priests
and
even
archaeologists. Lauren did a
wonderful job engaging the girls
and making the learning fun,
with some very enthusiastic volunteers and attentive behaviour
all round. After an introduction to the history of Ancient Egypt
the girls got to take part in a variety of activities to help
reinforce the facts. There was a typical Egyptian board game, a
fun quiz, but undoubtedly, the highlight was the mummification
demonstration on poor old Jeff—a recently deceased
mannequin—and the burial parade. This was definitely a
memorable day for the girls.

Egypt Monuments

As part of their Ancient Egyptians
topic, Year 4 have been learning
about famous monuments such as
the Pyramids, the Sphinx, and Abu
Simbel as well as about artifacts
such as the Rosetta Stone. The girls
have produced some excellent
work on this topic, including some
wonderfully informative posters,
PowerPoint presentations and
some very impressive and creative
models.
Well done to Year 4 for all your
hard work!
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Academic Enrichment

Thinking Skills at St. Mary’s

In the first half of the term, 4 girls from Year 4 and 4 from Year 5
headed to St Mary’s School for their Thinking Skills competition.
Nine other schools took part and, with such stiff competition,
we are delighted that our girls took first place!
The girls said, “It was fun and enjoyable”, “It made our brains
think”, “Collaboration was crucial”, “The chair challenge was
challenging!”
The girls had to take part in a number
of STEM challenges and Ms Clifford
was so impressed with the teamwork
that was demonstrated.

Judaism in Yr4

In their R.E. lessons this term,
girls in Year 4 have been studying
Judaism. In order to enhance
their learning, two Jewish ladies
kindly gave a talk about Shabbat;
a special day of the week for
Jewish people. They showed the
girls items that are used during
Shabbat including a prayer book,
candlesticks, a Kiddush cup and a
Havdalah candle.
Afterwards the girls were keen to
ask questions about how families
celebrate Shabbat, and as it is a
day of rest for Jewish people,
thought about whether they have
any peaceful times during their
busy week and what they like to
do to relax.
Many thanks to our visitors for
their enjoyable talk.
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Academic Enrichment

Year 5 Terrible Tudors Day

At the end of January Year 5 welcomed both St Joseph’s School
and the Groundlings Theatre Company to Maltman’s Green for
a special Play in a Day with a Terrible Tudors twist! The day
began with an hour-long, fast-paced and interactive play
performed by the visiting actors, before a detailed Q&A session
with lots of questions on the history of the Tudors as well as on
acting technique and what it’s like to be an actor.
After an extremely busy morning, students were given a welldeserved lunch break, before joining the actors for workshops
all afternoon. Groups were allocated a variety of activities
followed by the chance to perform short improvised scenes to
their peers.

Geometric Shapes

During Book Week, we ensure
that we incorporate reading and
a love of books into all the girls’
lessons. In Year 4 maths the girls
read the book Grandfather Tang
and used their own sets of
tangrams to recreate the animals
in the story.
It took a strong spatial sense and
proficient geometric knowledge
(as well as a good dose of
collaboration) to build the
animals!

“It was a wonderful, informative and fun-filled day which all the
students enjoyed! In the play in a day we learnt how to mime.
Although it was rather hard because you had to be silent. There
was a scene we had to act out from the Tudors. My group did
the Spanish Armada so we got to act as pirates "AARRGH!". We
had an incredible amount of fun play fighting, some of us died
dramatically! We also had another school come it was fun to
watch what they had come up with.” Ananya J (5C)
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Academic Enrichment

Year 5 Rivers Trip

The girls from Year 5 took part in 2 days of river investigations
on the River Chess. The weather was extremely kind and the
girls enjoyed measuring the width, depth and speed of the river
in 2 different locations. During their adventure the girls learnt
terms such as ‘source’, ‘tributary’ and ‘confluence’, and
discovered how a river changes as it moves downstream from
the source. The most exciting part was definitely dipping for
creatures that live in the river such as mayfly larvae, fish, worms
and snails. The girls were able to consider the creatures’
habitats and what threats they might face. The rivers topic will
be expanded next term. Thanks to our three Parent helpers,
Mrs Denheen, Mrs Powers and Mrs Claridge, as well as to our
teachers who joined the trip—it would not have been so
successful without your help and enthusiasm.
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Academic Enrichment

Maths Murder Mysteries
Written by Alessia and Holly 5S
“Mrs Janakan uses amazing murder mysteries to help us learn. It has gone from death in a health spa to a
supermarket and then one in Nottingham. The murderers have had some really silly names, others have just
been normal. In the first murder mystery we ever did the murderer was a lady named Chardonnay Hogg in
the second one it was Mary Bingles and in the most recent one it was the chef. The chef killed Mrs X because
she didn’t like fractions but I love them!
In these wonderful murder mysteries, we have had to work out clues by converting letters to numbers,
measuring angles, translating shapes to find co-ordinates, reflecting shapes with mirrors, using Pigpen Cipher
and the Morse Code. Because of all these challenging but fun pieces of work we have been inspired to do
our own. We spent free time and lots of our breaks in Mrs Janakan’s room which she happily leaves open to
all girls, giving up her own free period to help us. In our murder mystery two girls are murdered on the way
back from their netball squad training. In our piece of work, we have a selection of clues inspired by Mrs
Janakan but instead of some of her ideas we have put an anagram right at the end to determine who is the
killer. Mrs Janakan says, “Murder Mysteries help us to revise our work and help us to improve our problem
solving skills!”
A sample of the suspect list:
Name

Hair colour

Left, right or ambidextrous

Long or
short
hair

Curly or
Straight

Fringe

Eye
Colour

Gender

Janet Parker

Black

Right

Long

Straight

Blue

Female

Harry Williams

Green

Ambidextrous

Short

Straight

No
Fringe
No
Fringe

Grey

Male

Guilty or
not
(tick or
cross)

Clue 1 uses the Pigpen Cipher:

Another clue is based on the use of the analogue clock:
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Academic Enrichment

Year 6 Debating Workshop

On Friday 1 March we were delighted to host a Year 6 debating
workshop with Gayhurst, St Joseph’s, Thorpe House, Gerrards
Cross CE and St Mary's Schools. We heard some very well
structured and passionate arguments and were surprised by
how some of the votes went.
Our debates were as follows:
1. Books are better than television.
2. Animal testing is wrong.
3. Year 6 children should not be allowed mobile phones in
school.
4. All animals should live in zoos to prevent extinction.
5. Social networking sites are harmful.
6. It is important to wear a school uniform.
Which way would you vote?
“I thoroughly enjoyed being a Chair and hearing other people’s
points of view.” Camilla, 6S
“As one of the Chairs I introduced the speakers and especially
enjoyed holding responsibility for the question time where I
could choose people to ask questions. It’s an event that will
remain in my memory for a long time.” Amber, 6A
“It was a very social morning since we had the chance to meet
and interact with pupils from so many other schools.” Elodie, 6A
“It was an amazing experience to learn how to prepare a speech
and speak.” Rhea, 6H
“I loved the time of questions during each debate when
everyone had a different point of view and became very eager to
share it” Zahrah, 6S

Creative Curriculum

The Year 5 girls have been
reading
and studying The
Firework Maker's Daughter, by
Philip Pullman in their English
class, and as part of the Creative
Curriculum, the topic has been
woven into their Art and Music
classes too.
In English, the story and
characters were examined, then
in Music they got into small
groups to compose a percussion
sound track, and finally in their
Art class they got to put pen,
pencil and paint to paper to bring
their favourite scene to life. They
then got the opportunity to
present the findings and their
work to the rest of the Prep
School in a special assembly.
Another great example of the
Creative Curriculum in action.
The creative curriculum, as one
of the girls put it, "allows you to
really feel what the characters
are going through." Music and Art
have really helped to bring the
story and characters to life,
deepening
the
girls'
understanding and appreciation.
Top
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Academic Enrichment

Lewis Carroll Activity Week

Deadly Pathogens

Written by Ava 6S
During book week in maths, we focused on Lewis Carroll and
completed a selection of Alice In Wonderland based activities.
Our first activity was based on a Tweedledee and Tweedledum
argument about how many squares are on a chessboard. We
found out that there was a pattern that could be made by looking
at squares within squares: each number was a square number!
It took a lot of collaboration and perseverance to complete it.
Because Lewis Carroll invented the Carroll Diagram, another of
our activities was sorting a deck of cards into the Carroll
Diagram according to the colour or suit. When we had finished
we were allowed to play a card game! The next problem was the
most fun: The Mad Hatters Tea Party! There were cups and
saucers laid out on the table and using a set of clues, we had to
find out where different Alice In Wonderland characters were
sitting! They included the Mad Hatter, White Rabbit, Alice (of
course) and The Queen of Hearts. The final activity was based
on Alice shrinking down to being tiny in the story. We were given
a pattern made entirely of circles and one hexagon, and we
drew it in scale factor 2, and scale
factor ½. It was very fun to test our
compass and protractor skills while
creating a challenging pattern. Overall,
the week was very enjoyable and
challenging at the same time. This
Lewis Carroll workshop during book
will definitely be remembered as well
as
his
amazing
writing
and
mathematical achievements.

As part of their microorganisms
science topic, the Year 6 girls
created
wonderful
‘wanted’
posters for bacterium and viruses.
The posters were a great, creative
way for the girls to consolidate
their learning and reinforce their
understanding, and what’s more, it
was entirely their idea!
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Creative Arts

Inspired by Van Gough

Using Vincent Van Gogh’s famous Sunflower
painting as inspiration, girls in Years 3-6 have
created their own Daffodil versions across
various mediums—traditional acrylic paintings,
clay pots, and fabric paintings. The quality of
the work is stunning and we hope these
creations will find a special place in your home.

Light & Shadows

In Art this term the Year 5 girls
have been studying Giacometti
sculptures. Using steel wire and
aluminium foil they have created
their own mini sculpture capturing
a sense of movement.
Using torches they investigated
how a shadow is made and further
experimented with shadow size
and various light sources.

Still Life
Prior to going on the
French trip Year 6 have
been studying French
artists. The Y6 oil pastel
and wash paintings were
very successful!
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Creative Arts

Down in the Jungle

In their Art classes the Year 4 girls have been busy making
wonderful jungle props for the Year 4 play. Only given a coat
hanger, some coloured paper and a bit of inspiration the finished
design was all their idea and they created some great,
imaginative pieces.

Making Cars

In CDT this term Year 5 have been
making motorised vehicles, safely
using the craft knife and glue gun.
Once the body of their vehicle was
complete, they had to make axles
for the wheels and a series circuit.
When assembled their motors
were attached to a pulley that
drove the wheels.
Lots of testing and problem solving
ensued when vehicles wouldn't
move or went round in circles. The
finished products were tested in
the playground and a lot of fun
was had by all!
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Creative Arts

Save our Oceans!

The girls designed some amazing illustrations for the Rotary
Challenge 2019. Their brief was to design a poster to
communicate a message about minimalizing plastic pollution.
There was a total of 924 entries which were judged by a team of
3 independent judges. We’re delighted that Rebecca, in Year 6,
received a special mention for her amazing design above.

Recycled Skeletons

As part of Science Week, Year 5
have been creating their own
skeletons using plastic milk bottles
and pipe cleaners. Each sculpture
required 2 litre bottles and 1 pint
bottle for the head. The girls
worked together to build their
skeletons, accurately connecting
all the different parts together.
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Physical Education

PE Roundup

PE lessons at Maltman’s are always action packed and this term
has been no exception. In their weekly lessons, girls take part in
gymnastics, dance, games and swimming, not to mention the
inter-form, inter-year and inter-house competitions. This term
all Year 2 and Year 3 girls have been learning the skills required
for the Inter-House Games events which took place just before
the end of term. In Multi Sports lessons, Year 4 and Year 5 had a
unit on fitness; learning about their bodies and how to lead a
healthy, active lifestyle. They also had their first experience of
pop lacrosse, learning how to scoop and cradle the ball, and
developing throwing and catching skills. The Year 6 girls have
been preparing for their Inter-Form Gym competition, involving
some fabulous choreography and group balances.

Sport Skills

In the first half of the term, 8 girls
from each of Year 1 and Year 2
travelled to St Mary’s school to
participate in a Multi Skills Event.
Split into two teams, they
competed in seven different
activities,
including
running,
jumping, throwing and balancing.
The girls all had an amazing time
and demonstrated lots of tenacity
throughout the afternoon. A huge
congratulations to all the girls
who represented Maltman’s
Green to such a high level.

Our Pre-Prep girls have been learning how to do backward rolls
in gymnastics and have mastered a variety of other floor and
vaulting skills including doing a forward roll along a bench. Our
older Prep school girls have done some lovely paired and group
balances and have been working on their vaulting. All girls in
Year 5 took part in the Inter-House netball competition
displaying their skills and knowledge of being able to play in full
7v7 games.
In swimming, Nursery have started their weekly swim lessons
which has been very exciting. All Prep school girls completed a
distance swim in February. The Year 4 girls have been preparing
for the splash gala which took place on Open Morning and in
Year 6 the girls have been doing some lifesaving skills.
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Physical Education

Inter-Form Gym Competition

Y2 Tea Party

This term the Year 6 girls had a challenging task—to create a
whole form gymnastic and dance routine on the theme of ‘One
World’. This project was special for two reasons: firstly, the girls
were encouraged to develop their own ideas and direct their
own choreography; and secondly, it involved all of the girls,
whatever their ability—from the A Squad who compete at
national competitions to those whose talents lie in the Science
lab or the Music wing. This empowered the girls, allowing them
to feel part of a team and to achieve together, to feel confident
in their progress and to learn from one another.
The variety of ideas that they came up with made for a dynamic,
interesting show with creative balances, tricky formations and a
huge dollop of team work. The judges were hugely impressed
with the way in which the girls had tackled the project head-on,
working together to perform challenging routines. Of 6A they
noted that though the girls had difficult formations they
managed to keep in time with one another and the music. 6C
were commended for their unique balances and that they
covered the whole floor during their routine. The judges thought
6H’s timing was excellent, especially in the dance, and they liked
that everyone was involved equally. Of 6S they noted that their
balances were perfectly timed.
Best Group Balance went to 6A, while Best Performance went to
6H. Overall, the girls showed perseverance and collaboration to
create such wonderful routines. They should be proud of what
they have achieved this term.
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Physical Education

House Games Events

On Thursday 21 March the Year 2 girls
all competed in their House Games
competition. They took part in a
combination of ten events, including
races, skipping, hoola-hoops and
throwing. The emphasis was about
working together as a team, which
meant winning as a team and losing as
a team. The girls had to use their coordination, agility and balance to
achieve their goals and demonstrate
good empathy, collaboration and team
work. All four Houses were represented brilliantly by their Team
Captains, with Johnson finally being crowned as the Year 2
Champions.
On Tuesday 26 March the Year 3 girls
also competed in their House Games—
this time in eight different events,
including a new event of ski walking,
which emphasised the importance of
good team work and collaboration.
After event six, Johnson and Bronte
were neck and neck, but Johnson
managed to sneak ahead in the final
two events and so were crowned the
Year 3 Champions. Congratulations to
the Team Captains and all the girls, for making it such an exciting
and successful competition.

Dancing Duos

Girls in Year 3 have been very busy
in their dance lessons this term and
have been progressing well
individually
and
in
pairs,
choreographing their own unique
routine. The girls had to think
about the space they would cover,
levels, directions of travel, and of
course, timing.
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Performing Arts

Prep Music

Early Years Music

All the girls in the Early Years are
working very hard preparing for
their concert to parents.
Years 3, 5 and 6 have all been busy developing their recorder
playing and ability to read notation this term (well done to 6A
for being the first Year 6 class to complete Recorder Magic 2 and
go on to Book 3!).
Year 4 have been involved in the BBC schools project this term,
working in groups to create music to represent an element of
the planet Earth. Each group has then come together to create a
whole class composition using a wide variety of instruments
from un-tuned percussion (drums, triangles, claves) to tuned
instruments (keyboards, xylophones and even the odd guitar
and recorder here and there). Holst would be proud of their
combined efforts!

The girls will be singing a number
of songs reflecting what they have
been learning during the term.
Some songs will be sung
altogether,
showing
the
collaborative nature of the concert,
and some will be sung by individual
year groups.
The girls love to perform to their
parents and we are very much
looking forward to welcoming you
on 3 May.

Chamber Choir
Well done to the Chamber Choir who took part
in their first musical festival on Friday 15 March
at the Milton Keynes Arts Festival, performing
America and Hear the Wind, as showcased in the
Spring concert. They were awarded a Silver
medal for their singing, with some great
comments from the adjudicator as well as some
advice for how the choir can develop to improve
their singing even further.
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Extra Curricular

ISGA Gym Championships

Taking on gymnasts from across the country, our girls took top
medal spots at the ISGA (Independent Schools Gymnastics
Association) Nationals in March. In the Under 9 category, the
Maltman’s team was crowned National Champions with
Annabel crowned Under 9 Individual Champion and Georgia
close behind in 2nd place. The Under 10 category girls finished
in 2nd place for their group sequence, 3rd place overall for the
team. In the Under 11 category, the Maltman’s girls took 2nd
place, with Lilianne taking 2nd place individually. Overall
Maltman's Green took the 2nd Place Shield. An amazing
achievement, well done girls.
Under 9s
Annabel—1st place champion
Georgia—2nd place
Layla—4th place
Jessica—5th place
Under 10s (total 84 gymnasts)
Alessia—3rd place
Natasha—8th place
Honor—27th place
Misha—28th place
Anya—32nd place

Under 11s (total 83 gymnasts)
Lilianne—2nd place
Alexandra—8th place
Katerina—9th place
Mara—15th Place
Elizabeth—19th place

BSGA Regionals

On Sunday 17 March the gym
squad girls competed at the BSGA
(British
Schools
Gymnastics
Association) Southern Region
Acrobatic Schools Competition at
Southampton Gymnastics Club
with an incredible set of results.
Lilianne took the gold medal in
tumbling, Alessia and Lilianne took
gold for their acro pair, the ASquad took gold for their group
sequence, the B-Squad took silver
for their group sequence, Elizabeth
and Katerina took bronze for their
acro pair and Alexandra the bronze
in the tumbling. Congratulations to
all girls involved and thank you to
their coaches Miss Owen, Miss
Timmins, Mrs Charafeddine and
Miss Dover.
An incredible amount of work went
into the routines for this weekend
and the girls did themselves proud.
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Extra Curricular

BSGA Gym Championships

On Friday 15 March our Under 11 A Squad girls headed to Fenton
Manor Sports Centre in Stoke on Trent for the BSGA Milano
Teams National Finals.
It was the first time these girls had attended a BSGA National
competition, so they were a little daunted by the size of the arena
and large spectator area, but they managed to put their nerves
behind them to perform a sturdy set of clean and well executed
routines.
First up were the individual Floor routines from Katerina,
Elizabeth and Alexandra. All girls were on top form, scoring
between 13.00 and 13.70 out of a possible 16.00. The top scorer
of the day was given 14.30 so they weren’t far behind!

Swim League

On the 21 March, the Y4-6 Swim
Team travelled to Haberdasher
Aske’s Boys School for a Division 10
league gala.
The girls all did a great job and put
in some fantastic swims with many
girls finishing in 1st or 2nd place.
We do not get a result at the end
of the league galas, so we’ll have to
wait for a few weeks until they are
emailed through to us.
Well done girls!

Next up were the Vaults from Mara, Alexandra and Katerina, with
some fantastic scores - 14.40, 14.60 and 14.70, again out of 16.
There was a bit of a wait for the Group Sequence and nerves
were mounting as one of the group balances wasn't going to plan
during their warm up. But, they had nothing to worry about
because they performed it perfectly to the judges displaying huge
amounts of confidence. They were given 25.10 for their routine
which was second highest of all 21 teams!
The overall total was 108.90, putting Maltman's in 6th place. The
girls scooped a Bronze medal for the Regional section of the
competition and also placed 3rd for being part of the Southern
Region which was calculated by adding the U11 girls, U11 Mixed
and U11 boys scores together.
Congratulations to all the girls and their coaches, Miss Owen and
Miss Timmins, such fantastic results!
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Extra Curricular

Winter Gym & Dance Show

On Thursday 24 January parents had a real treat when they
came to watch their daughters perform in the Winter Gym and
Dance Show. Approximately 85 girls were involved from the
Year 1 and 2 Pom Dancers, through to the Gym Club and
Improvers girls in Y3, 4, 5 and 6. Big thanks go to our Y6 squad
girls for helping with hair and costumes. Parents were
entertained by a variety of different themed routines and a
demonstration of the skills that the girls have been developing
in their extra-curricular lessons. Cartwheels, rolls, group
balances, trampette work and vaulting were just some of the
skills showcased in beautifully choreographed routines.

Judo Stars

Congratulations to our 3 Judo
girls who represented Maltman’s
Green in the Judo Tournament
‘Just for Girls' at the High
Wycombe Judo Centre back in
January.
All 3 came away with medals:
U28kg Bronze, U32Kg Silver and
U36kg Silver.
Amazing achievement!

Netball News
It has been a busy term for Netball. The girls
have been working really hard in training and
their hard work has certainly paid off. For the
younger years, footwork, passing and
receiving is developing nicely, and for the
older girls, their strategic principles in attack
and defence have really come on. Girls in Y3,
4, 5 and 6 Netball Squad and development
groups have taken part in friendly fixtures. We
have hosted matches against Claire’s Court,
High March and Godstowe. And the girls have
attended tournaments at Warwick Prep, St Georges Ascot, Queen Anne’s for the IAPS Netball
Tournament and Piper’s Corner. The standard of netball has really improved this term and we have been
very pleased with the results. Seeing the commitment and effort the girls make every week is fantastic.
Netball now takes a break for the summer term but we look forward to September when it re-starts.
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Extra Curricular

Football & Tag Rugby

Since September we have
been running a popular
Football and Tag Rugby
club. This is a Friday
lunchtime, non-selective
club,
with
activities
alternated each week,
and is open to all girls in
Years 3 to 6. As a nice
way to finish the season, we orgainised a couple of friendly
matches for the girls. The Year 5 and 6 girls played a match
against Gayhurst on Friday 15 March winning 7-0. An amazing
result. The Year 3 and 4 girls played against Claire’s Court on a
beautiful sunny afternoon on Monday 25 March. We had 2
mixed ability teams who both won 8-2 and 5-4. Well done to all
of the girls for two exciting afternoons of football and such
brilliant results.

Breakfast Club

Since Easter is fast approaching
girls in Breakfast Club have been
busy making little Easter eggs.
These eggs are made from card
and a clothes peg. The girls got to
decorate their eggs and attached
them carefully to their clothes peg.
When you squeeze the peg the egg
cracks open to reveal a tiny chick
inside. All girls, from Nursery to
Year 6 have enjoyed this activity.

Valentine’s Bunting
Girls in Spanish and German made beautiful
valentine’s themed bunting during valentine’s
week, learning new vocabulary such 'te quiero - I
love you', 'un beso - a kiss', 'abrazos - hugs' and
'corazon - heart' in Spanish, and 'ich liebe Dich - I
love you', 'kuss - kiss', 'du bist lieb - you're sweet',
and 'herz - heart' in German.
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School Life

Maltman’s in the Snow

Back in January, the girls were delighted when it began to snow.
There wasn’t much but they insisted on making snow angels and
snowmen regardless.

My School Portal
We hope you’ve all found the time
to log in and get accustomed to My
School Portal—our new parent
system. From one intuitive, simple
to use dashboard, you can access
school reports, attendance records,
timetables and fee bills direct from
your smartphone, tablet or
desktop device. You can also access
school emails, review upcoming
events, find school holiday dates,
book before and after school
occasional sessions, and notify us
of sickness and absence.
We’re really excited about this new
system and hope you find it easy to
use, informative and time-saving.
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Charitable Giving

Malaika at Parents Morning

If you came to Parents Morning on Saturday 23 March, you may
have noticed the Malaika Kids UK stand. The charity’s
representatives came to showcase the wonderful work of
Malaika and to raise awareness of their plight. They had a
collection during the morning and managed to raise a total of
£329.50. Many thanks for your generous donations.

Johnson: Marie Curie

Aylward: RSPCA

Aylward House’s charity for the
year is the RSPCA and this term the
girls chose a week to collect as
many donations for our local rehoming centre as possible. They
received cat beds, leads, collars,
coats, toys and LOTS of food
varying from Budgie seed to
Hamster nibbles! Denham rehoming centre were over the moon
to receive so many goods and we
were overwhelmed by your
generosity.
Thank
you
for
supporting Aylward’s appeal.

Comic Relief

During the week commencing 18 March, Girls in Johnson
House were busy selling daffodils to raise money for Marie
Curie Cancer Care. We are delighted to announce that they
raised a total of £242.50

On Friday 15 March, we raised a
total of £458.00 for Comic Relief
from £2 donations from girls
wearing their red noses!

Top

34

T: 01753 883022 Maltmans Lane | Gerrards Cross | SL9 8RR

Outside of School

Jumping to Success

Mara from Year 6 represented Maltman's Green at the NSEA
Inter-Schools Arena Eventing (Jumping with Style)
Championships Qualifier on Saturday 9 February, entering with
her pony Jimby and also riding her brother's pony Neyo.
Despite being quite poorly all week, Mara gave an incredible
performance, taking first place in her class on Jimby and second
on Neyo, qualifying both ponies for the National Championships
at Addington Manor. Mara's class was 0.75m for children aged
14 and under and she competed against more than 30 other
children. Mara was the youngest in her class and received a
special mention from the event organiser.

Mara also had a go in the next class (0.85m), taking 7th place out
of more than 60 competitors and qualifying for the plate
championship.
Well done Mara! We're all so proud of what you have achieved.

Have You Got a Story
If you have something to share about what your daughter has
been doing outside of school then we’d love to hear from you.

Your story could be shared on social media (while abiding by our
Taking, Storing and Using Images of Pupils Policy) and featured in

our next newsletter.
Please send your story and an image or two, if possible, to:
marketing@maltmansgreen.com

Player of the Match

Last Year Genevieve in Year 5 was
selected to join Clan Netball in
their Under 12 team. Clan is one
of the most successful netball
clubs in Buckinghamshire and has
produced regional and national
players.
The U12 team entered into a
higher U13 league tournament
finishing as runners up and taking
silver in the overall final.
Genevieve’s excellent playing saw
her receive Player of the Match.
In February she was also Saracens
Mavericks’ ball mascot.
The Saracens Mavericks are part
of the Netball Superleague, which
consists of the top ten netball
teams in Wales, Scotland and
England.
Well done Genevieve, keep up the
good work!
Top

35

T: 01753 883022 Maltmans Lane | Gerrards Cross | SL9 8RR

Staff News

Welcome to Maltman’s

A Fond Farewell

We are delighted to welcome the following new staff members
to Maltman’s Green. You may have met one or two of them
already but we’re sure you will join us in making them feel very
welcome.
Mr A Arthur: Science Teacher
I’m proud to be at Maltman's
teaching a subject I feel passionate
about. As a child, I immersed myself
in the natural and animal world on
my grandparents’ Cornish farm,
quickly developing a love for science,
especially animal behaviour. I went
on to Study Zoology (Biology) at
Cardiff Uni but it was in California
coaching football where I grew to
love teaching. I live in London with
my wife Emma and our two
daughters, Elsie 6 and Alice 2.

Miss H Linsell: Facilities Manager
I am excited to have been given the
opportunity to join Maltman’s and
look forward to getting going with
some interesting projects. I come
from a Facilities and Operations
background with Health & Safety
and compliance experience in the
commercial and charity settings. I
enjoy travel, books, film and walking,
and particularly like visiting National
Trust properties, getting inspiration
for beautiful grounds and premises!

Ms K Whitby: Reception Teacher
I'm so excited to join Maltman's . I've
been a teacher for 6 years, but just
come off maternity leave and so am
ready to throw myself into a fun and
creative learning environment. At
home I have two young sons who
keep me on my toes and I recently
got married. In my spare time I enjoy
cooking and travelling with my
family. Thank you to everyone who I
have met so far and have made me
feel so welcome already.

This term we have said goodbye to
two of our teachers. Mr Gordon
joined us about a year and a half
ago and is now heading back to
Australia for a new adventure. We
all wish him the very best. Miss
Baxter has also left Maltman’s this
term and we wish her all the best.
Additionally, we say “cheerio for
now” to Year 3 teacher, Mrs
Thurtell, and to Mrs Hill, our
Assistant Bursar, who are both
heading off on maternity leave.
We look forward to hearing happy
baby news soon.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Mrs Campbell
who gave
birth to a
daughter,
Olivia May
Rose, on
February 24.
Top
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Eco School News
Pre-Prep Gardeners

During the cold winter months when the garden was quiet, the
Pre-Prep Gardening Club spent time indoors learning about
flowers and vegetables and drawing beautiful pastel pictures of
plants. Now that Spring is here and we are able to get out into
the garden once more. The girls have enjoyed planting runner
beans and courgettes and we’re looking forward to watching
them grow.
The girls especially enjoyed designing and making their own
Fairy Gardens using moss, ivy, stones and other organic
materials to make these micro-gardens.

Explorers

Explorers Club girls have been
busy helping the birds in the
school grounds as they build their
Spring nests. Inspired by an article
in their RSPB club magazine, they
made a variety of nesting material
dispensers and left them at
various locations around the
school
wooded
areas.
On
inspection,
the
girls
were
delighted to see evidence that
some of them have been sampled!
Next, we hope to see some of the
nesting boxes being used!
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Eco School News
Prep Gardeners
Stamps

This term the gardening club have been busy sowing vegetable
seeds that we hope to plant out into the garden when the
weather turns warmer. So far
they have planted broad beans,
sweetcorn, potatoes, broccoli,
cauliflowers, spring onions and
radishes. We are hoping for a
bumper crop later on in the year!

Thank you to everyone who
collected and brought in their
used stamps to enter our house
competition. Overall almost 1500
stamps were collected and have
been sent of to Canine partners to
support them in their amazing
work. Congratulations to Johnson,
the winning house.

The Big Battery Hunt
Letter and collection box have been sent out to all girls to ask them to bring in their old batteries. These
are being collected and will then be taken away to be recycled safely. Please send in your batteries!
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Eco School News
Woodland Detectives
Girls in Year 1 and 2 have
had lots of fun in the
woodlands this term. One
of their activities was to
use their sense of touch
to play ‘find my tree’
which was much harder
than it looks! They also
played ‘guess the object’
where they had to feel a
mystery woodland object
and guess what is was –
and according to the girls,
some of the objects felt
very strange!
The girls also used team work skills whilst playing games such as
1,2,3 where are you?, capture the flag and sardines. They even
had an obstacle course through secret tree passages and across
muddy, squelchy ditches. The girls can’t wait for more fun and
games in the Summer Term.

The Eco monitors presented an
assembly on air pollution and how
it can affect children’s health.
They spoke about how emissions
from car engines causes pollution
that is harmful, and that we
should encourage parents to
switch off their engines while
waiting in the school car park. The
Eco-Council is going to produce
some posters to help remind
parents of this important antipollution campaign.
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Library News
Library Life
“You can never get a cup of tea large enough or a book long enough to
suit me” C.S. Lewis. I might add cake to those requirements! I hope
that you have plenty of time to relax during the Easter holidays and
enjoy a good book or two. I have some suggestions for you, which I
hope will be tempting.
With love from Mrs Keil

For Pre-Prep Girls
There’s an Alien in Your Book is a new
interactive adventure from Tom Fletcher
and Greg Abbott. This time, an adorable
alien has crash-landed in YOUR book! You'll
have to help Alien back up into space,
because aliens don't belong on Earth . . . do
they? This sequel to bestsellers There's a
Monster in Your Book and There's a Dragon
in Your Book is packed full of interactive fun,
with a gentle message about openness,
acceptance and inclusion.
Tad by Benji Davies. Meet Tad. She’s the
smallest tadpole in a big pond, and lives
with all her tadbrothers and tadsisters.
Although something else lives there too…
BIG BLUB! When everyone else starts to
disappear, Tad starts to wonder if Big Blub
will get her too. Or is everyone else going
somewhere else; somewhere better? And if
so, will Tad ever get there?

By Mrs Keil

Non-Fiction
We have just enjoyed
Science
Week
at
Maltman’s and there
has been a whole
range of science books,
both
factual
and
fictional, on display in the library.
The first ever picture book retelling
Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of
Species has just been published.
Molecular biologist and illustrator
Sabina Radeva has created a 64page retelling of this seminal text.
This accessible work brings
evolution
to
the
younger
generation
through
stylish
illustrations and a simple, easy-tounderstand text.
Mr Shaha’s Recipes for
Wonder
by
Alom
Shaha. Alom Shaha
wants us all to think
like a scientist. All of
the experiments in this
book use everyday items found
around the home. The illustrations
are great and this book is a
celebration of curiosity.

Mini Rabbit is Not Lost by John Bond. A stunningly designed picture-book which celebrates
the everyday adventure of a child's life. Clever tricks in the illustrations keep each panel
amusing, and Mini Rabbit has such a fun voice of his own.
The Wall in the Middle of the Book by Jon Agee. The hero, a young knight, is sure that the
wall protects his side of the book from the dangers of the other side. There’s an angry tiger
and a giant rhino, and worst of all, an ogre who would gobble him up in a second! But our
knight doesn't seem to notice the crocodile and growing sea of water that are emerging on
his side. When he's almost over his head and calling for help, who will come to his rescue?
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Library News
For Prep Girls
7+

7+

Hotel Flamingo by Alex Milway. When
young Anna inherits a dilapidated oncegrand hotel from her Great Aunt Mathilde,
she's determined to restore it to its former
glory. But this is no ordinary hotel - all of
her staff and guests are animals! Can Anna
make Hotel Flamingo a success once more?
An enchanting new series for fans of
Ottoline, Claude and Violet and the Pearl of
the Orient.
Moon Girl Stole My Friend by Rebecca
Patterson. It’s 2099, Lyla lives in a world of
robocats, flying sweets and instant snow,
but some things never change. Little
brothers are still annoying, school teachers
make you cringe, and when your best friend
deserts you for the new girl, it still HURTS.
Especially when that new girl is from the
Moon. But Lyla’s problems lead her into
unexpected adventures.

7+

The Boy Who Grew Dragons by Andy
Shepherd. When Tomas discovers a strange
old tree at the bottom of his grandad's
garden, he doesn't think much of it. But he
takes the funny fruit from the tree back into
the house and gets the shock and delight of
his life when a tiny dragon hatches! The
tree is a dragonfruit tree, and Tomas has
got his very own dragon, Flicker.

9+

The Train to Impossible Places by P.G. Bell.
When Suzy hears a strange noise in the
middle of the night, she creeps downstairs
to find a train roaring through her house.
But this is no ordinary train. Whisked on
board by a troll-boy, Suzy's world is turned
upside down when she's asked to deliver a
cursed package to a fearsome sorceress.
The first of what looks to become a great
new series to enjoy.

By Mrs Keil

More for aged 9+
The Midnight Hour by
Benjamin Read. Emily's
parents have vanished
into the secret world
of the Midnight Hour,
a Victorian London
frozen in time, home
to magic and monsters. Emily must
find them in the city of the Night
Folk, armed only with a packed
lunch and a stowaway hedgehog.
What family secret connects her to
the Midnight Hour? “Fans of
Nevermoor will love this quirky
debut, fizzing with humour and vivid
world-building.” The Bookseller.
Pinch of Magic by
Michelle
Harrison.
Betty Widdershins and
her two sisters live
with
their
badtempered Granny in
the Poacher’s Pocket,
a rowdy, tumbledown inn on the
dismal island of Crowstone.
Desperate for an adventure, Betty
plans
a
secret
outing
to
neighbouring Marshfoot on her
13th birthday, but is furious when
Granny stops her. Granny then
breaks the devastating news that all
Widdershins’ girls are trapped by an
ancient curse and if they ever leave
Crowstone, they will die by the
following sunrise. In this darkly
believable world of magic and myth,
Betty is a likeable, funny and feisty
protagonist, full of courage and
determination. Spellbinding!
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Library News
Author Visits
We have enjoyed our author visits this term:

By Mrs Keil

11+ Books

Lauren Pearson came to inspire the Year 3 girls with her
Crabtree School stories.
The Year 1s were visited by Meriet
Duncan who gave a talk on the life cycle
and importance of the honeybee. She
brought a hive with her (minus the
bees!) and her beekeeping equipment to
show
them
how the hive is
made up and talk them through what
happens in there for the majority of the
honeybee’s life. I hope you had a jar of
honey at home ready for tea that evening.

Year 2 had a wonderful trip to St
Mary’s to meet the author of the
Claude and Mr Penguin stories, Alex T.
Smith. We were treated to an
excellent show, which was very
inspiring. The year 2s are now
‘supercharged’ readers. The trip
required a return journey aboard the
school minibus, which was nearly as
exciting as the author Alex T. Smith himself!

The Story Café
Sadly, the Story Museum in Oxford is
closed for refurbishment but if you
find yourself in Oxford on a
Wednesday or a Thursday, do visit
the Story Café for a drink and a Story
Bite between 10.30 and 11.30. The Story Café is at Rochester
House on Pembroke Street (OX1 1BP).
‘Story Bites’ sessions are open to café visitors of all ages. It is a
free drop-in story session, based on a foody theme with picture
books, games, props and lots of joining in. Young and old alike
are encouraged to enjoy a story, have a cup of tea and make
new friends.

The Last Zoo by Sam
Gayton.

If you haven’t read
any Sam Gayton yet,
then now is the time.
His latest book pulls
you headlong into adventure. It is
fantastical, enchanting and funny.
The Boy who Flew by
Fleur Hitchcock.
Athan Wilde dreams
of flight. When his
friend, Mr Chen, is
murdered,
Athan
must rescue the flying machine they
were building together and stop it
falling into the wrong hands. But
keeping the machine safe puts his
family in terrible danger. What will
Athan choose - flight or family?

Popular Authors
The most popular authors in our
libraries during the Spring term have
been as follows:
Pre-Prep Library
All Julia Donaldson and the Secret
Seven stories by Enid Blyton closely
followed by Catherine Coe.
Prep Library
Chris Riddell (Ottoline and Goth Girl)
and Anthony Horowitz (Alex Rider
series).
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Commendations

Malty’s Favourites
Myla (N)

Mia (4M)

For being an excellent Head for the Day.

For your amazing World Temperatures project.

Isabella (1N)

Evie (4M)

For your interesting owl facts.

For your wonderful holiday diary.

Emma (3C)

Jessica (4M)

For your amazing computer skills.

For your wonderful Underwater Animals

Emily (3C)

presentation.

For your wonderful research on the Roman city of

Immy (5W)

Chester.

For your amazing Top Trumps Maths facts.

Gracie (3K)

Sasha (5C)

For your amazing Christmas poems.

For your wonderful work on glaciers and Ice Age.

Arya (3L)

Sasha (6H)

For your amazing poster about your trip to India.

For all your hard work in English.

Amara and Siana (3T)

Amelia (5h), Hediyeh (5C), Emilie (5C), Aaniya

For your amazing poster about your holiday.

(5H), Kate (5H), Amelia (5W), Alessia (5S),

Lydia (3T)

Charlotte (5H), Millie (5H), Ava (5W), Catherine

For your wonderful poster about Romans.

(5W), Alex (5S), Ruby (5S), Holly (5S), Masha (6C),

Louisa (3T)

Lucy (6A), Molly (6C), Olivia (6C), Sarah (6H), Bella

For your amazing Greek myth.

(6C), Bhumika (6C), Lauren (6H), Rebecca (6H)

Eleanor (3T)

For your amazing

For your wonderful Greek myth.

newspaper article.

Scarlett (3T)

Welcome to the

For writing your own amazing Greek myth.

MGS newspaper

Mia (4B)

team!

For your wonderful ‘The Christmas Getaway’ story.

Headmistress’s Commendations
Phoebe (4B) for your wonderful Thailand scrapbook.
Alexandra (5S) for your amazing, life-size, cut out poster of Sir Isaac Newton.
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Commendations

Milly’s Awards

House Captains

Well done to the following girls from Nursery

Many thanks to the following Year 6 girls for

and Reception for receiving a Milly’s Award

being excellent House Captains and Vice

for their work and attitude in school:

Captains this past term:

Nursery
Aisha: for coping so well with becoming a
fantastic big sister.
Aleenah: for coming into school with such a
happy attitude.
Simi: for coming into school with such a
happy attitude.
Noor: for your increasing independence and
perseverance.

RB
Alina: for showing us all how grown up and
sensible you can be.
Anika: for being polite and kind to adults and
to your friends.
Holly: for your enthusiastic attitude towards
sporting activities.
Leah: for huge improvement in your
accuracy, especially in your writing.

RG
Ariana: for being so kind to all the girls in RG.
Jaya: for your concentration at school and
helping your family at home.
Jessica: for always coming to school so happy
and wanting to learn
Astrid: for your positive attitude towards
learning, and never giving up!

Aylward
Captain: Bella V
Vice: Pippa C

Bronte
Captain: Sara H
Vice: Bella L

Johnson
Captain: Anoushka P
Vice: Bella D

Pankhurst
Captain: Charlotte L
Vice: Syna L
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The School Uniform Shop
Please note that the School Uniform Shop will be open at
the following times over the Easter Holidays:
Thursday 28 March 11:30-13:30
Monday 1 April 14:00-16:00
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Many thanks to all our content contributors for helping to put this newsletter together

Follow us
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter to keep up to date with news
about Maltman’s Green School.
Click the icons to visit these pages.
If you have something you’d like to contribute to our next newsletter
please email marketing@maltmansgreen.com
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